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Last year, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued new re-

quirements that will need to be followed for producers to use certain anti-

biotics that have been deemed to be important in both animal and human 

medicine. Previously, these antibiotics were available over the counter, but 

now require veterinary oversight. Antibiotic resistance in both animals and 

humans is a concern that needs to be dealt with and this is the government 

response. Whether antibiotic resistant bacteria pass from animal to human 

is highly debatable, nevertheless, all use will be required to have veterinary 

oversight of these medically important drugs in the near future. The new 

requirements for use of these medically important antibiotics in animals 

will be implemented on January 1st, 2017. 

 

A veterinary feed directive (VFD) is written by a licensed veterinar-

ian in the state where the animals are located, by a veterinarian who has a 

veterinarian-client-patient relationship (VCPR). In other words, the veteri-
narian needs to have knowledge of the operation to be able to fully comply 

with the terms of the VFD. A VFD will be required for any medicated feed, 

whether a complete feed, supplement, or mineral that contains a medically 

important antibiotic.  Antimicrobials that are not important in human med-

icine, such as ionophores (Rumensin, Bovatec, and Cattlyst) do not need a 

VFD. Also, anticoccidials such as Amprolium and decoquinate will not need 

a VFD as well as bacitracin. 

 

The veterinary feed directive will need to have the following infor-

mation to comply with the FDA requirements: veterinarian name, produc-

er name, addresses and phone numbers, premise location where the medi-

cated feed will be used to treat the animals, issue date, expiration date 

(maximum six months), name of the drug used, species and production 

class, approximate number of animals treated, level of drug and duration of 

use, withdrawal period, indication for which the drug is used, and the vet-

erinarian’s signature. The veterinarian will not be able to phone in the or-

der to the producer or dealer. There must be an electronic or paper copy 

on file for two years at the veterinarian, distributor and producer level.  
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 Make sure that you contact your veterinarian and make them aware that you plan to use 

these feed grade antibiotics to treat disease in your operation. Hopefully, you already know a vet 

who has knowledge of your operation. If you don’t, it will be a god idea to invite him or her to visit 

your farm and have a knowledge of what you are trying to accomplish and what type of animals you 

normally work with. This way, the vet-client-patient relationship has been established and you won’t 

have as many difficulties getting your VFD approved. This will be especially important as we go into 

the fall and everyone is so busy with other things. The vet will be able to make a decision about what 

to do without having to take the time to come out to your operation every time he or she is needed. 

 

 The following drugs will require veterinary oversight to use as of Jan 1st, 2017. Whenever us-

ing a VFD feed, always check the label for the approved uses. Extra label antibiotic use is strictly pro-

hibited by the FDA and could result in large fines and imprisonment and some clearances such as any 

used for growth promotion will be eliminated: 

 

Drug Name     Trade names*** 
 

Chlortetracycline (CTC)   Aureomycin, CLTC, Chloratet, Chlorachel, ChlorMax,  

      Chlortetracycline, Deracin, Inchlor, Pennchlor, Pfichlor 

 

Chlortetracycline/sulfamethazine*  Aureo S, Aureomix S, Pennchlor S, AS 700 

 

Hygromycin B     Hygromix 

 

Lincomycin     Lincomix 

 

Oxytetracycline (OTC)   TM, OXTC, Oxytetracycline, Pennox, Terramycin 

 

Oxytetracycline/Neomycin*   Neo-Oxy, Neo-Terramycin 

 

Penicillin     Penicillin, Pen G Procaine 

 

Sulfadimethoxine/Ormetroprim*  Rofenaid, Romet 

 

Tylosin      Tylan, Tylosin, Tylovet 

 

Tylosin/Sulfamethazine*   Tylan Sulfa G, Tylan Plus Sulfa G, Tylosin Plus Sulfame-

      thazine   

 

Virginiamycin     Stafac, Virginiamycin, V-Max 

 
Apramycin, erythromycin, neomycin (alone), oleandomycin**, sulfamerazine, and sulfaquinoxaline are also approved for use in feed and 

are expected to transition to VFD status, but are not sold at this time. If they are approved and marketed after Jan 1st, 2017, they will 

require a VFD. 

*Fixed-ratio, combination drug. **currently only approved for production uses, ***Type A medicated mixes used to manufacture medi-

cated feed. 
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 The following drugs already require a VFD to be used. Again, make sure you are using them 

according to the label, as no extra label use is allowed by the FDA in feed: 

 

Drug Name     Trade Names* 

 

Avilamycin     Kavault 

 

Florfenicol     Aquaflor, Nuflor 

 

Tilmicosin     Pulmotil, Tilmovet 

 
*Type A medicated mixes use to manufacture medicated feed 

 

~Lance R. Kennington, PhD, CHS Nutrition 

 The following is reprinted from an article published in the Progressive Cattleman, May 2016, 

and written by Tiffany Dowell Lashmet, assistant professor and extension specialist in agricultural law 

at Texas A&M. It is a good reminder to be vigilant in using VFD drugs appropriately: 

  

 If a person gives feed containing a VFD drug to an animal without a lawful Veterinary Feed 

Directive as required by law, it would violate the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act). 

Particularly, the feed given would be considered unsafe, adulterated, and misbranded pursuant to the 
FD&C Act. Further, the animal fed the feed would be considered adulterated under the FD&C Act. 

 

 The penalties applicable to these violations of the FD&C Act are set forth by statute. The 

FD&C Act (21 U.S.C. Sections 331-334) would apply to violators of the VFD regulations. Violations 

of these provisions can result in the FDA seeking a variety of penalties including imprisonment, mon-

etary penalties, injunctive relief and seizure of property. If a person is found guilty of introducing un-

safe, adulterated, or misbranded products into commerce, he or she will face up to one year in pris-

on and a fine of up to $1,000. Additionally, persons committing more than one violation, or persons 

committing violations with the intent to defraud or mislead, face potential prison time of three years 

and a fine of $10,000. Further, property, including food, that is adulterated or misbranded may be 

seized by the government. Finally, a veterinarian who violates the VFD rules could face liability under 

the FD&C Act but could also face penalties from the state veterinary licensing board.  

 

 These statutory violations can be extremely serious. Criminal penalties have been sought and 

obtained against persons found liable for introducing adulterated food into the market. For example, 

when a listeria outbreak was linked to a Colorado cantaloupe farm, the owners were charged crimi-

nally with introducing adulterated food into interstate commerce. The owners were arrested by the 

U.S. Marshals Service and faced the possibility of up to six years in federal prison and a $1.5 million 

fine. Eventually, the owners entered into a plea deal requiring five years of probation, six months of 

home detention, 100 hours of community service, and a $150,000 fine. 
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Potential Penalties for Violating the Vet Feed Directive 



 

 Although the new VFD rules are complex and will likely cause changes and additional paper-

work for livestock producers, the potential penalties for violating the law could be extremely severe. 

Producers should take care in the next year to ensure they learn and understand the drugs and feeds 

to which the VFD rules will apply, keep an eye out for changes on labeling related to approved uses 

and be careful to comply with the new rules and labeling.  

  
 Recently, I attended the Montana Nutrition Conference and heard an interesting talk by Dr. 

Cliff Lamb, an animal science professor at the University of Florida who manages their beef farm. He 

has some very interesting guidelines for selecting cattle and improving the herd by putting pressure on 

reproduction. The following are some of the bullet points for your consideration: 

 

1. Pregnancy has a four times greater economic impact than any other production trait. 

2. Goal should be to have the majority of the calves born in the first 30 days of calving season. 

3. Heifers must calve by 24 months, cows calve every 365 days with no assistance, be able to express 

the genetic potential of the calf, maintain body condition score and be gentle. 

4. Temperament is highly correlated with reproduction. The wilder the cattle, the lower the repro-

duction rates. 

5. Retain in the herd only those heifers that become pregnant in the first 25 days. This will improve 

longevity and also calf weaning weights. Over their lifetime in the herd, they will produce up to 3/4 

of a calf more than the other cows. 

6. Heifers who are developed fat will need to be fat to achieve estrus, whereas heifers developed to 

be leaner will be able to reach estrus at a more moderate body condition throughout their life. 

7. Producers should estrous synchronize and fixed time artificial inseminate heifers and use the long 

term protocols. 

8. Artificial insemination pregnancy rates average 42-67%. Remember that those were the ones that 

were bred first service! 

9. If AI pregnancy rates are low or disappointing, remember that variables that change a lot year to 

year are most likely to affect reproduction rates than those that are the same. So look at those 

variables first. 
10. Artificial insemination and estrus synchronization doubles the number of calves born in the first 30 

days.  

11. Don’t be afraid to cull non-productive females. 

12. You can improve production and subsequently profitability in your herd a great deal by putting 

pressure on reproduction. 

 

~Lance Kennington, PhD, CHS Nutrition 
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